POWERSTOCK & NORTH POORTON PARISH COUNCIL

Given below are the minutes of the parish council meeting of the above parish council held at Powerstock Hut, on Monday 26th January 2026
PRESENT:  Cllr Lester-Card, Cllr Goringe, Cllr Fooks, Cllr Butler, Cllr Jones, Cllr Seal, Cllr N Poole, Cll Marsh, Dorset Cllr Eysenck, 2 x members of public
1. PUBLIC FORUM

· Wessex Internet rep was unable to attend meeting due to illness but asked that the following be passed on: 

We are currently in the planning stages of bringing Wessex Internet Full fibre to the village of Powerstock which will see 160 properties benefit from the provision of a full fibre connection.

At present we are hoping to deliver our network in the area in September of this year Subject to delays.

If anyone has any questions or queries please get in touch with me on ben.heath@wessexinternet.com, for anyone who is interested in taking a connection when we become live please register your interest on www.wessexinternet.com.

I'd be happy to attend another meeting in the future, we will attend a residents meeting closer to the time of deliver which is a good opportunity for questions and information gathering.

I'll be in touch with the Parish Council with any updates as we progress.

· Pot holes – Kings Lane – now extremely bad
· Cllr N Poole had had a talk with the Ranger regarding the bridge at West Milton – the works are scheduled for April as this has now been raised further up the priority list

· Members of the public who were present discussed their proposed idea for a possible terrace of 4 to 5 homes each with 1 bedroom in Nettlecombe where they have land.  They would propose that these be self supporting, possibly part of a CLT / Charity / something similar.  This is still very much in discussion stage as looking into the feasibility of it all and the potential of taking this idea forward.  There is still lots of groundwork to do.  Dorset Cllr Eysenck said he would welcome a further longer discussion with them privately.

· Spickhatch Barn – road alongside – lots of debris pushed into the middle of it making it difficult to use (West Milton end of Ridgeback Lane)

· Query who pays for road signs on roads that appear not to be officially named (post not reaching correct recipients) – Highways would be first point of contact.

· Still awaiting Highways to return to finish tarmac in Burcombe area of Poorton

2.  APOLOGIES
Cllr M Poole
3. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

None
4. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Chairman asked if everyone had both received and read the minutes of the last meeting, if so, were they a true record.  ALL AGREED that the minutes were a true record.  The minutes were duly signed.

5.  TO RECEIVE MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

None
6.  TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a) Current account stands at £7,226.02, Business account stands at £2,321.70 with interest received of £2.56
(b) Clerks wages for past month £228.40, HMRC £57.20, Parish Online for website/email £258
7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/HOU/2026/00035 – Brookwood Cottage, West Milton – Erect single storey rear extension and form vehicle access with gated entrance – NO OBJECTIONS

P/LBC/2026/00074 – Watercoombes Access Road to Lawrences Farm West Milton – Install solar panels on to the outbuilding in the curtilage of the listed building – NO OBJECTIONS

8.  NEW WEBSITE

As per protocols we now have a new website www.powerstockandnorthpoortonparishcouncil.gov.uk The old website will stay in place until the domain comes up for renewal in early February, then it will be decommissioned. The new email address clerk@powerstockandnorthpoortonparishcouncil.gov.uk is up and running and will be advertised althought he old email address will still be accessible whilst all organisations etc are updated.

9.  IT POLICY

The IT Policy, which was as per DAPTC’s suggested policy (with minor amendments appropriate to our PC), had been circluated to all and it was agreed to adopt this and publicise on our website.  Chair and Clerk signed this with all in agreement.

10.  INFORMATION FROM COUNCILLOR

DC Cllr Eysenck read out his report which had also been circulated to all Councillors.
11. CORRESPONDENCE
None
12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 23rd February 2026
Meeting closed at 8.58pm
                                     Signed............................................................                  Date...........................................
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