POWERSTOCK & NORTH POORTON PARISH COUNCIL

Given below are the minutes of the Annual General meeting of the above parish council held at the Hut, Powerstock on  18th May 2026.  The meeting commenced at 8.02pm.

PRESENT:  Cllr. S. Lester-Card (Chairman), Cllr Fooks, Cllr Marsh, Cllr Butler, Cllr Seal,  Cllr Jones, Cllr Goringe, Cllr N  Poole, Cllr M Poole, Dorset Cllr Neil Eysenck. Mrs A Stephenson recorded the minutes

1.  PUBLIC FORUM

Questions raised about the Cider Press property as a shed has been erectef, vines have been planted etc.  DC Cllr Neil Eysenk will look into this with Planning Enforcement.
Pot holes marked up for repair but it seems to be very selective.

2.  APOLOGIES

None.
3.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

CHAIRMAN – As there had been no applications received for Chairman, Mr. Lester-Card was asked to be re-elected for another term of office.  Cllr. M Poole proposed Cllr. Lester-Card be re-elected as Chairman, Cllr. N Poole seconded the proposal.  ALL AGREED.  Cllr. Lester-Card duly signed the Declaration of Office notice.

VICE CHAIRMAN – As no-one had come forward to be Vice Chairman for the following year, Cllr. Lester-Card asked Mr Butler if he would be prepared to carry on for another year.  Mr Butler had replied he would.  Cllr. Goringe proposed Mr Butler be elected as Vice Chairman.  Cllr. Jones seconded.  Cllr. Butler duly signed the Declaration of Office notice.
Councillors in other roles agreed to carry these on for another year.  
All Councillors present signed the Declaration Of Office notice.  
4.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

None
5.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Chairman asked if everyone had both received and read the minutes of the last meeting, if so, were they a true record.  ALL AGREED that the minutes were a true record.  The minutes were duly signed.

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Queries with regards to Powerstcok Church tree works which have been approved.  Further tree works have been submitted and a TPO (Tree Preservation Order) made.
7.  FINANCE REPORT

a)  The balance of the Current account is £8,249.02 after having received the first half of the precept of £2.500, The Savings account stands at £2,332.06 
b) The only donation requests that had been received were from Citizens Advice Bureau.  It was proposed by Cllr Jones to donate £350 to CAB and this was seconded by Cllr. M Poole.  All agreed.  
c)  It was agreed to donate £400 to Powerstock PCC, proposed by Cllr M Poole and seconded by Cllr Butler – clerk to remid them it is to cover all 3 churchyards.  All agreed.
d)  Parish Council insurance had come in at £274.99 - it was proposed to accept this by Cllr Fooks and seconded by Cllr Goringe.
e) The following cheques were authorised by the council:  Clerk’s wages (for past month) £228.40, HMRC £57.20, Leigh Hansford for internal audit £20 (it was agreed to review the amount he is paid for this next year as this is quite a low amount and has been paid for some years), Parish Council insurance £274.99,  Citizens Advice Bureau for £350, Powerstock PCC £400
f) The External Audit has been completed by the Clerk and was handed to all Councillors to view.  It was proposed by Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Goringe to approve Section 1 – Statement of Accounts, Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement.  It was noted that all the answers to Section 2 were Yes other than where they were not applicable.  This was agreed and accepted by all.  Exemption Certificate to be sent off.

g)  The internal audit had been undertaken and no issues were found.  This was agreed to be accepted by Cllr Butler and seconded by Cllr M Poole
8.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None
9. INFORMATION FROM DORSET COUNCILLOR
DC Cllr Neil Eysenck had emailed in his information which had been circulated to all.  He also advised that he had taken Jon Andrews (Head of Highways) on a 2hr drive around the Ward Area to show him the worst roads for pot holes and deterioration.
10.  CORRESPONDENCE

None
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The date of the next meeting is 22nd June 2026
Meeting closed at 8.52 pm

Signed............................................................                  Date...........................................
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